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8	 Network and System Recommendations

STREET TYPOLOGY
The existing street typology for  managing the streets of MidCity 
East, and throughout the District, is the standard functional highway 
classification system. This typology is valuable in describing the 
street’s transportation function in a citywide network, but it is 
generally aligned around vehicular access functions than multimodal 
travel services and has very limited response to adjacent land uses 
or community context.

A context sensitive street typology was developed for the MidCity 
East study area to provide a framework for managing streets not 
only to fulfill automobile and freight access and circulation func-
tions, but also multimodal services, land use support, and com-
munity character and place. 

The recommended street typology was developed and defined 
based on analysis and understanding of Mid City East’s existing 
streets functions and deficiencies, crashes, transit services, bicycle 
needs, and pedestrian patterns and incorporating them with land 
use vision plans to develop a street classification system that serves 
both land use and transportation needs. The defined street types 
provide guidance on appropriate design elements needed to meet 
goals of both.

Building from the existing functional classifications, Mid City East’s 
primary roadway functions can be classified as Streets, Avenues, 
Boulevards and Thoroughfares. The land use context includes 
Neighborhood (primarily residential areas), Community (parks and 
recreation, education, and neighborhood-serving mixed uses), and 
Business (multi-neighborhood serving commercial, retail, and mixed 
use destinations). 

Each roadway function and land use context can be combined to 
create a street type that blends form and function. 

Based on the existing land uses and roadway functions within Mid 
City East, Figure 8-1 outlines the proposed street typologies.
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Figure 8-1	 Map of Mid City East Street Typologies
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Gateways and Places

Within the street typology framework, most of 
MidCity East’s major arterials begin to emerge as 
Boulevards, alternating between being throughway 
segments and destination nodes. Destination nodes 
host a variety of land use and transportation activity. 
Pedestrian volumes are concentrated here. Transit 
stops are frequently present. Demands to cross major 
streets are increased as is the need to accommodate 
these demands.

Street design should provide environmental cues to 
drivers to expect a change in land use activity and an 
increased possibility of pedestrian cross traffic. Such 
changes may be subtle such as a slight narrowing of 
lanes, increased pedestrian lighting, more densely 
planted street trees, the introduction of parklets, or 
more richly planted landscaping. 

Because  nodes are distinct and identifiable places, 
these locations are also opportunities to reflect local 
character in the public space and street design. 

Pedestrian Priority Zones

The majority of streets in the Mid City East area serve 
neighborhood and community uses. These local 
roads need to be calmed to provide greater pedes-
trian safety through traffic calming devices. Corridors 
adjacent to schools and parks should be pedestrian 
priority zones and connect to walking routes from 
schools to nearby transit.

Design Elements

Using the Mid City East typologies there are various 
design elements that can be applied to each street 
type to improve safety, increase accessibility and 
pedestrian comfort. The following chart outlines the 
recommended design elements by street type and 

Figure 8-3	 Mid City East Recommended Design Elements

Street Type
Roadway Edge/ 
Tree Box Area 

(width)

Sidewalk Area 
(width)

Pedestrian  
Clear Zone  

(width)

Median  
Refuge  
(width)

Neighborhood Street
4 ft. min/ 

6 ft. preferred
6 ft. min 6 ft. min

Community Street
4 ft. min/ 

6 ft. preferred
6 ft. min 6 ft. min

Community Avenue 6 ft. min
8 ft. min

6 ft. min

Community Boulevard 6 ft. min
8 ft. min

10 ft. 
6 ft.  min/ 

8 ft. preferred

Business Boulevard 6 ft. min
10 ft. min

10 ft. 
8 ft. min/  

10 ft. preferred

Business  
Thoroughfare

6 ft. min
10 ft. min

10 ft. 
8 ft. min/  

10 ft. preferred

Figure 8-2	 Street Typologies of Mid City East

Adjacent Land 
Uses

Form 
& Function

Street Avenue Boulevard Thoroughfare

Residential Neighborhood
Neighborhood 

Street

Institutional  
Mixed use Parks

Community Community  Street
Community 

Avenue
Community  
Boulevard

Commercial Business
Business  

Boulevard
Business  

Thoroughfare

standard dimensions by incorporating the guidelines 
of the DDOT’s Public Realm Design Manual.

In addition to these core design elements, bicycle, 
transit and low impact development infrastructure 
should be integrated where it is appropriate. For 
example, a bike friendly street design with shared 
route is scalable to Neighborhood Streets, while 
bike lanes should be implemented along Streets and 

Avenues. Existing transit corridors along Community 
and Business Thoroughfares can be enhanced by 
improving the pedestrian realm and bus bulb outs 
on corridors with on-street parking. Strategies for 
appropriate bicycle and transit improvements are 
described in detail for each of the Mid City East 
street types.
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Adjacent  
Land Uses

Form 
& Function

Street Avenue Boulevard Thoroughfare

Residential Neighborhood
Neighborhood Street

Most designated local streets

Institutional Mixed Use Parks Community

Community  Street

4th Street NE

First Street NW

6th Street NW 

N Street NE/NW

P Street NE/NW

Q Street NE/NW

R Street NE/NW

T Street NE/NW

Lincoln Road NE

Community Avenue

New Jersey Avenue NW

Eckington Place

Community  
Boulevard

North Capitol Street (north of 
Q Street)

Rhode Island Ave (except 
nodes)

Commercial Business

Business Boulevard

Florida Avenue

North Capitol Street  
(south of Q Street)

Business  
Thoroughfare

New York Avenue

Gateways and Nodes

Rhode Island Ave at  
First Street NW

Rhode Island Ave at  
Florida Avenue

Florida Avenue at  
First Street NW

Florida Avenue at  
North Capitol St.

New York Avenue at  
North Capitol St.

Priority Pedestrian Streets

4th Street NE

2nd Street NE

First Street NW

Lincoln Road NE

T Street NE/NW

R Street NE/NW

O Street NW

N Street NE/NW

Figure 8-4	 Mid City East Streets by Type



8-4	 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION | MID CITY EAST LIVABILITY STUDY     

APPLICATION OF TYPOLOGY 
IN MID CITY EAST
Within the Mid City East street network the overlay 
of land use context and roadway function gener-
ates a unique set of street typologies for the area 
(Figure 33). 

STREET TYPOLOGY 
DESIGN EXAMPLES
The recommended design elements expand upon 
the existing roadway cross sections and propose 
enhanced features to implement for greater trans-
portation livability. The examples here are based on 
national best practices and local stakeholder and 
community members input.

These design elements can be implemented through-
out the Mid City East area but priority intervention 
should be given to nodes, gateways and Pedestrian 
Priority Zones.

Neighborhood Street

Many of Mid City East’s streets are small, quiet roads 
with residential uses set back from the street edge. 
Neighborhood streets are also commonly referred to 
as “home zone” streets. A Woonurf is a uniquely de-
signed neighborhood street that deliberately mixes 
transportation modes and community uses in the 
public space of the street in order to calm all modes 
of traffic to speeds appropriate to the slowest user.

Neighborhood Streets have reduced speeds with 
on-street parking, landscaping, dynamic street 
activity and narrower roadway widths. Traffic speeds 
are slowed primarily through environmental design 
features rather than traffic calming devices. Central 
travelways are generally 20’ to 35’ wide and roadway School drop off on T Street NE

Block party on Capitol Hill

space is not designated between vehicles and 
cyclists or distinctly marked direction of travel (for 
example, there is no center lane to divide opposing 
traffic). Curb radii are tight to encourage slow turning 
movements. Street trees are large, aligned at the 
street edge, and closely spaced. On-street parking is 
permitted on both sides of the street where possible. 
Long sight lines are terminated to deter drivers from 
focusing on a distant horizon in favor of greater 
awareness of their peripheral vision. All modes are 
permitted to mix in the street, together with other 
neighborhood uses such as learning to ride a bike, 
throwing a football, or visiting with neighbors.

Community Street 

Community streets may be the destination of home 
residences, but area also serve the local network to 
knits the immediate community together. Local con-
necting trips by shorter distance modes - particularly 
bicycle connections, school drop-off and neighbor-
hood circulator transit – are common on these streets. 
Management strategies for community streets seek to 
keep traffic speeds and volumes relatively low (1,000 
to 3,000 AADT). 

Other cities refer to community streets as neighbor-
hood greenways (Portland, OR) or bicycle friendly 
streets. Bicycle accommodation, while not typically 
delineated by a bike lane or cycle track, is comfort-
able for community cyclists (novice riders, children 
and seniors) given the low speeds and relatively 
infrequent vehicles. 
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Bike lanes along Eckington Place

Community Avenues

Community Avenues are important connecting streets 
that primarily have a residential context potentially 
interspersed with local retail or commercial uses. 
Pedestrian activity is higher here, and encouraged 
through design features that favor pedestrian access, 
movement, and safety. Bicycles are common on these 
streets and often accommodated through designated 
shared lanes (sharrows) or bike lanes.
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Community Boulevard

Community boulevards are serve both “to” and 
“through” functions. These streets must serve dual 
demands as a significant multimodal corridor in 
the larger citywide network while at the same time 
supporting nodes of community destinations and 
activities. Rhode Island Avenue is an example of a 
Community Boulevard.

Community Boulevards can move traffic while at the 
same time celebrating local destinations through 
strategic urban design treatments. At community 
nodes, changes in paving pattern or material signal 
to drivers to expect a higher level of pedestrian 
activity. Uniquely designed and animated triangle 
parks or playgrounds are highly visible to drivers. 
Planting trees closer together or reducing distances 
between light poles give the sensation of speed 
causing drivers to inadvertently slow. Curb extensions 

visually narrow the street while maintaining capacity. 
Public art – particularly vertical art – adds interest and 
intrigue again slowing drivers.  Landscaped medians 
narrow the channel of vision and improve peripheral 
attention.  Treatments such as these at key nodes 
distinguish these centers of activity from the whole of 
the corridor. Consistent treatments along the entire 
boulevard may desensitize drivers to areas of higher 
expected activity.

Sidewalk cafes along Community Avenues provide 
opportunities for communities to gather and patron-
ize local businesses all while encouraging greater 
pedestrian activity. At corner cafes, pedestrian safety 
can be improved through curb extensions to provide 
more pedestrian space where people gather.

Big Bear Café’s outdoor seating

“Outdoor dining has been a re-
ally important factor for reinvig-
orating urban areas elsewhere in 
DC and other cities as it creates 
an atmosphere for new visitors 
and pedestrians where they feel 
both safe because of everyone 
outside, and energized because 
they can see activity.” 

– Lily, engage.midcityeast.com
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Business Boulevards 

Business Boulevards may alternate in segments 
between functioning as throughways and destina-
tions. Although residents may now perceive major 
thoroughfares like North Capitol Street as “a noisy, 
pollution creating chasm that divides our neighbor-
hoods” (according to George, a community member 
on engage.midcityeast.com) they can be transformed 
into Business Boulevards that carry a large volume 
of traffic linking longer distance destinations, but 
creating an environment that is pleasant at the street 
edge and encourages respectful speeds and driving 
behavior from the drivers.

Design strategies include medians, high visibility 
pavement treatments, enhanced lighting, public art 
and gateways, and pedestrian refuges. Medians can 
provide pedestrians a respite from bustling traffic 
with seating and shade through landscaping.  By 
widening the median and increasing tree canopy 
along Boulevards at key Places driver’s are provided 
visual cues to adjust their speed as they encounter 
greater numbers of pedestrians and cyclists.

Business Thoroughfares

New York Avenue is a unique arterial within the Mid 
City East area, as a business corridor it has significant 
retail and commercial uses, in addition to being 
a heavily trafficked link from the District’s core to 
communities in Maryland. Business Thoroughfares 
recognize the need to move significant volumes 
of autos and trucks, however pedestrian crossings 
should still be safe and dignified. At key intersections 
with Boulevards and Pedestrian Priority Zones, design 
elements similar to the place making approaches 
outlined for Business Boulevards can be applied.

“North Capitol Street is the Gateway to the Capitol…the corridor should 
be bedecked with magnificent floral and treescape... shops along the 
corridor should invite motorists to stop and they should be amenable 
to the residents, as well. Make it a walking neighborhood… This is an 
area steeped in history... it should be acknowledged and celebrated 
along this corridor.” 

– Mary Ann, engage.midcityeast.com

Pedestrian Refuge in San Francisco, CA. Source: SF Better Streets, http://sfbetterstreets2.sfplanning.org/
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Nodes and Gateways

As previously articulated, design treatments at nodes 
and gateway should provide environmental cues 
to drivers and others to expect higher activity, and 
potentially more conflicts and less predictability. 
These are vibrant areas where modes must be able 
to safely mix. The primary purpose of nodes is to 
support and strengthen local economic activity while 
gateways emphasize community identity and place. 

Public art provides a great opportunity for com-
munities to express their cultural heritage and 
neighborhood histories while promoting local artists. 
By placing public art along Community Avenues, 
neighborhood identity is openly expressed and helps 
to create a sense of place along bustling corridors.

Street Art in Hanover Allley

Proposed wrought iron signage for North Capitol Street and 
Lincoln Road contributed by Community Member Kimberly.

“As some of you know, DC’s Art 
on Call was an effort to transform 
DC’s old, abandoned police and 
fire call boxes into artistic icons. 
It would be nice if this could be 
extended to the call boxes in 
MidCityEast.” 

– Robert, engage.midcityeast.com

”This is beautiful! I’d love to see 
a similar arch at NY Ave and 
N Sts… welcoming to Truxton 
Circle.” 

– Eliza, engage.midcityeast.com
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Bloomington mural
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