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APPENDIX B: VARIABLE MESSAGE SIGN PLAN 

Appendix B of the TOPP presents a suggested signing program for stadium events utilizing the network of 
permanent variable message signs (VMS) already in use on many of the primary roads in and around the 
Washington, DC metro region. A number of portable VMS trailers are also recommended at key locations on 
the local road network surrounding the stadium to provide additional stadium event information to motorists as 
they approach the Ballpark. 

 The VMS signing plan has several goals: 

 To provide motorists with important route guidance information that distributes and disperses 
inbound stadium traffic among the various arrival routes to avoid overloading the capacity of any 
individual route; 

 To inform non-stadium traffic of the fact that there is a major event occurring, allowing them to 
alter their route to avoid the Ballpark area; 

 To minimize the amount of unnecessary travel around the ballpark; and 

 To provide event planners and operators with an inventory of existing VMS signs throughout the DC 
metro region, for use making future decisions about modified sign messages. 

 
The VMS sign plan has 4 pages: 

1) The first page, Regional VMS Index, provides an inventory of all existing VMS signs within the DC 
metro area. It also provides the names and contact information of the appropriate personnel at the 
Maryland, Virginia and DC Departments of Transportation who are responsible for the VMS boards 
in their respective jurisdictions 

2) The second page,  Inbound Pre-Game VMS Signing Plan - Regional, provides proposed sign 
messages for 12 existing permanent VMS boards on the major regional travel routes that motorists 
are expected to use to reach the Ballpark 

3) The third page, Inbound Pre-Game VMS Signing Plan - Local, provides proposed sign messages for 
six (6) permanent and seven (7) portable VMS boards on the major local roads within the vicinity of 
the Ballpark.  There is a possibility that DDOT will have remote access to the VMS signs, so they can 
be revised during patron ingress and egress.  Shown in this illustration are the locations of some VMS 
signs that can be used to display incident management messages.  

4) The fourth page, Non-Event Local VMS Signing Plan, provides proposed sign messages that could be 
posted on five (5) portable VMS boards on roads surrounding the Ballpark. These signs are intended 
to inform motorists of upcoming stadium events with the goal of modifying their travel times or 
routes on the day of the events, providing additional roadway capacity for stadium traffic. 
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Figure B1: VMS Plan – Regional VMS Index 
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Figure B2: VMS Plan –Pre-Game VMS Signing Plan - Regional 
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Figure B3: VMS Plan –Pre-Game VMS Signing Plan - Local 
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Figure B4: VMS Plan – Non-Event Local Signing Plan 
 




